
 

Year 5 Newsletter – Autumn Term 2 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
We hope you have all had a restful half term. It is evident the children have recharged 
ready for another wonderful term of learning!  
 
The following is an overview of what your child will be taught in the second half of the 
Autumn term, as well as general timetabling information.  
 
In English, we will begin by reading a classic, festive text by Charles Dickens, ‘A 
Christmas Carol’. Through reading this book as a whole class, we will be exploring 
themes of: poverty, society, family life, charity and Christmas.   
The children will be analysing what makes good character descriptions and create their 
very own for Ebenezer Scrooge. Additionally, the children will be learning how to devise 
expanded noun phrases to create effect and understand the use of commas. We have 
already started accelerated reader, where the children will be bringing books home to 
read. We will continue to put a lot of focus on reading. We will have separate 
Destination Reader sessions, which will involve explicitly teaching reading strategies, 
such as clarifying, inferring, predicting, questioning, summarising and making 
connections with the wider world. Please try to encourage your child to read as much 
and as widely as possible and, wherever possible, please take the time to read with your 
child. 
 
Our Maths focus this half-term is statistics. Children will learn how to, read and compare 
bar graphs, line graphs and scatter graphs, as well as use line graphs to reason and solve 
problems. The children will also be learning how to read and understand timetables. We 
will also be focusing on how to solve word problems, developing our ability to reason 
and explain using clear mathematical language. Children will also be practising mental 
maths strategies and arithmetic.  Children will be tested on their times tables on a 
weekly basis. 
 
Our Geography topic will be ‘Mapping the United Kingdom’. Children will be taught key 
skills to identify and locate key geographical features of the UK using maps and atlases. 
The children will be able to identify counties, cities, mountains, rivers, seas and 
coastlines across the UK.  
 

 

 

In Science, our topic will be “Forces”. The children will be investigating forces: gravity, 
air resistance, water resistance, friction, pulleys and levers. The 



 

children will be conducting scientific enquiries to answer questions and recognise 
variables where necessary.  
 
In Art/DT, we will be developing our fine drawing skills.  We will be learning about one-
point-perspective and how to make drawings look more realistic through the use of a 
horizon line and vanishing point.  We will be creating a drawing of a Victorian slum at 
Christmas, inspired by our literacy unit about A Christmas Carol. 
 
In French this term, we will be learning to describe our family members and talk about 
our hobbies. We will be practising phonics and saying, reading and writing sentences to 
ask for and give classroom items. E.g. Do you have a pen, please? Yes, here you are!/ 
No, I'm sorry, I don't have a pen. 
 
In Music, children will continue with their guitar lessons, which will be every Friday 
morning. 
 
Finally, our “big question” in Religious Education this term is: How do art and Music 
convey Christmas?  In this unit, we will compare how Christmas is represented in art and 
music today. The children will consider what makes these representations sacred and 
analyse the main beliefs of the Nativity. We will make contrasts/comparisons between 
what we are learning and our own individual beliefs.  
 
P.E. will be on Wednesday mornings. Please ensure your child comes into school in the 
correct kit on Wednesdays.  
 
Homework will be set on a half termly basis. The activities that are set are optional. The 
core subjects that are compulsory are: The Topic Project, spellings and times tables 
(which will be tested weekly in class). 
 

 If there is anything that you wish to talk to us about, we will be available every day at 
home time. 
 
 
Best wishes, 
 
 
Miss Dewan and Miss Budden  
 
 


