
Knowledge Organiser: Vikings - 1066

Key Facts

● After the Romans left, Britain was invaded by Saxons, a people from Germany. They settled and came to rule most of 
Britain. They became known as Anglo-Saxons. 

● The Celts (or Britons) tried to defend the land but were made to retreat to Scotland or Wales.
● For more than 500 years after the Romans left, there were almost constant battles for land and power in Britain. First 

between the Anglo-Saxons and Celts, then between the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings.
● By the year 600, there were seven Kingdoms in Britain each ruled by a different king. The Kingdoms fought each other 

and the Britons from Scotland and Wales. 
● In 793, the Vikings invaded Britain. They came from Norway, Sweden and Denmark. They invaded to find riches and 

land to farm. They invaded using ships called longboats. 
● The Vikings were not Christians and attacked monasteries to steal gold and silver. The first monastery they attacked 

was called Lindisfarne. 
● In 865, the Danish ‘Great Army’ marched in England and over the next few years, conquered East Anglia and 

Northumberland. The Anglo-Saxons tried to unite against the Vikings but were unable to defeat them.
● King Alfred became the King of Wessex after his brother, King Ethelred, died. 
● King Alfred wanted to find peace with the Vikings so he paid them to stay out of Wessex. This worked for 5 years.
● Eventually, the Vikings attacked Wessex but Alfred won the battle. The Vikings agreed to stay out of Wessex and the 

Viking king, Guthrum, agreed to become a Christian. 
● In 886, the Treaty of Wedmore was signed which meant that there would be peace between the Vikings and Wessex. 

The Vikings would stay in an area of northeast England called Danelaw.
● Alfred became King of all of England, except for Danelaw. 
● Edmund became King after Alfred. When he died in 1016, the country was united under Danish King Cnut.
● Next came the reign of Edward and then the crowning of King Harold II. In 1066, William of Normandy claimed the 

throne after winning the Battle of Hastings. 



Key People

Key Vocabulary

This is an important period of British history 
in which we learn what happened in between 
the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings leading up to 
the Norman invasion. The Viking invasion is 
significant because it resulted in the 
unification of England for the first time 
under one King, which had never happened 
before and still exists today. 
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Alfred the Great Guthrum

Why is this important?

Celts - also known as ‘Britons’, these were the tribes of people that lived in Britain before, during and after the Roman period
Anglo-Saxons - the name for the people that settled in Britain after invading from Germany
Vikings - a group of people from Norway, Sweden and Denmark, that raided and settled new lands
Invade - to take over a place by force 
Monastery - a building where monks or nuns live and worship
Kingdom - a territory ruled by a king or queen
Treaty - a formal, written agreement
Witan - a group of Anglo-Saxon wise men that advised the king 
Successor - the person that will become the next king or queen

King Cnut William the Conqueror


