
Knowledge Organiser: World War II

Key Facts

World Leaders during WWII

● After WW1 (1914-1918), the leaders of Britain, France, Italy and America made Germany sign the Treaty of Versailles. 
● Adolf Hitler became leader of Germany in 1933. He promised to rebuild the German army and navy and make Germany a great country again.
● Hitler was the leader of the Nazi Party. Nazis believed that Aryans were a ‘master’ race.
● In 1936, Germany made alliances with Japan and Italy. Germany started to take back land they had lost in the Treaty of Versailles. Countries 

like Britain and France didn’t stop them - this was the Policy of Appeasement. 
● On 1st September 1939, Germany invaded Poland. On 3rd September 1939, Britain declared war on Germany.This was the start of World War 

II. 
● The war was split into two sides, the Axis and the Allies. 
● During the war, the axis troops captured and occupied different countries including Poland and France.
● In 1940, Hitler attacked Britain. The German air force dropped bombs on the cities in Britain. This lasted from September 1940 until May 

1941. This was known as the ‘Blitz’. 
● 60,000 people lost their lives in the Blitz, 87,000 people were badly injured and 2 million homes were destroyed. 
● During the Blitz, children were evacuated from cities to go and live in the countryside where it was safer. 
● Italy changed sides in 1943 and declared war on Germany.
● On 30th April 1945, Adolf Hitler committed suicide and a week later Germany surrendered to the European allies. 
● The war officially ended on 14th September 1945. 

The Treaty of Versailles said that:



Key Vocabulary
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Allies - a group of countries on one side of the war, including Britain, France and Poland
Axis - a group of countries on the other side of the war, including Germany, Italy and Japan
Nazi Party - a German political party with racist and anti-Jewish views, led by Adolf Hitler
Evacuation - the practice of vulnerable people moving from the cities to the countryside to 
stay safe during air raids
Rationing - each person was only allowed a fixed amount of foods
Annex - to take another country’s land and make it part of your country
Treaty - a formal, written agreement
Blitz - the name given to the air raids by the German air force on Britain during WWII
Luftwaffe  - the German air force
Holocaust - the term for the killing of over six million Jewish people before and during WWII

Why is this important?

It is important for us to 
learn about WW2 because 
the war shaped the world we 
live in today. By looking at 
the causes of war, it helps 
us to learn how to avoid 
conflict in the future. It is 
important to remember the 
Holocaust to make sure the 
atrocities that happened 
during World War II never 
happen again. 


