
Knowledge Organiser: Henry VIII and the Tudors

Key People

Tudor fashion

Tudor medicine



Key Vocabulary

Learning about the Tudors offers us the 
opportunity to explore a time in British life 
after 1066. We can compare how people lived 
during Tudor times and how we live now by 
exploring fashion, food, punishments and 
medicine. Henry VIII is also a significant 
monarch because he created the Church of 
England. Before this, England had been Catholic 
but afterwards, it meant that the Pope didn’t 
have any say in religious matters in England.
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● The Tudors became the royal family in 1485 when Henry Tudor (Henry VIII’s father) defeated Richard III at the 
Battle of Bosworth.

● Henry Tudor became Henry VII. He was married to Elizabeth of York.
● When Henry VII died in 1509, Henry VIII became king at the age of 15.
● Henry VIII had six wives and created the Church of England when he divorced his first wife, Catherine of Aragon to 

marry Anne Boleyn. 
● When Henry VIII died in 1547, his son Edward became king at nine years old but he died six years later. 
● Henry also had two daughters, Mary and Elizabeth. First Mary became queen and then when she died, Elizabeth 

became queen. Elizabeth I became one of England’s most famous monarchs. 

Key Facts

Why is this important?

Justices of the Peace - people responsible for making sure laws were 
followed
Treason - going against your king or queen
Stocks - wooden contraption to hold a person whilst people threw rubbish 
at them as a punishment
Kirtle - main skirt that tudor women wore
Doublet - padded men’s jacket with tight sleeves
Ruff - stiff fabric ruffled at the neck 
Trenchers - big slabs of bread
Spit - a long stick to hold meat over a fire to cook it


