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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Welcome back to another exciting term in year 3! We are so happy to have all the children 
back in school!   
 
Our big question this term is: What qualities do you need to have in order to make a 
difference? In class, children will be applying this question into our geography topic, R.E, 
English and PSHE.  They will explore how others have made a difference, what difference we 
can make to others through building relationships and how we can support and help others 
around the world with knowledge we gain at school.    

 
English: Over the course of the half-term we will be covering a range of writing genres. We 
begin with a wonderful story called Escape from Pompeii. The children will be emersed in 
different ways to use descriptive language to create a feeling. We will then explore natural 
disasters and create our own stories using personification, alliteration and similes. We will 
then move onto a story called Stone Girl, Bone Girl which is a biography of Mary Anning.  
Here the children will get to explore her story and work with story maps and timelines to 
sequence the incredible events in her life.  There will be a lot of focus on vocabulary building, 
adverbs and fronted adverbials.  The children will place themselves in her shoes and, at the 
end of this unit, they will write a heart-warming diary entry recounting the most exciting 
parts of her life.   

 

Destination Reader: Children are continuing to make good progress with the 7 reading skills 
and are now becoming increasingly confident in applying these skills to a range of text types, 
including fiction, biographies and information texts. This half-term we will be using our 
classroom texts to further our ability to predict, infer and explore fact mixed with fiction. 
They will make connections between the different texts they are reading and discuss the 
similarities and differences of each text. Please encourage your child to read at home and to 
share different texts with you. Sharing reading and being read to are still vital to fostering a 
love of reading.  Read anything they enjoy either online or on paper.  
 
 

 



 

In Maths we will be looking at fractions and decimals.  The children will begin by finding 
fractions of numbers and shapes.  Then they will begin to connect fractions to decimals and 
seeing how they can both tell us how much of a whole we have.  They will then carry on with 
addition and subtraction of fractions.  As we are always continuing to do, the children will 
look at partitioning for addition and subtraction as well as working with place value.  

 
If you would like to support their learning at home some things you can focus on are 
counting on and back in multiples that your child is still working on (2, 5, 10, 3, 4, 6).  When 
cooking encourage them to support you in measuring out items with fractions. So possibly if 
you need 1 and ½ cups encourage them to work out how many ¼ and 1/8 of a cup 
measurements they would need. Always carry on practicing their multiplication tables.  
Ensure they are doing them in and out of order and that you are using the full equation ( 3 x 
6 =) instead of just counting on in 3’s. All these things will help reinforce the key skills they 
need.  
 

An overview of the rest of our learning includes:  
 
Geography: Children will learn to identify the location and types of world volcanoes, how 
volcanoes are formed and label the different parts, as well as what happens when a volcano 
erupts. We will find out about life in volcanic areas and compare this with life in non-volcanic 
areas.  
Religious Education: We will begin by looking at Buddhism.  They will learn about the 4 
truths and what we can learn from Buddhism to use in our own lives.  Relating back to our 
Big Question the children will investigate how this religion can make a difference in peoples 
lives.  
Science: We will be exploring forces and magnets! The children will be completing weekly 
experiments focusing on poles 
PSHE: This term is all about relationships.  Looking at friendships and helping/ caring for 
others.  The children will be focussing on the importance of kindness and having people who 
are there for you.  
Computing: We will be coding with the turtle academy for the first few weeks then moving 
on to internet research about volcanoes and Mary Anning.  
Music: children will continue with specialist weekly lessons playing recorder. 
Physical Education: PE will be great fun with cricket, net ball and wall games!  

 
 

Please note that we have moved French and P.E to Thursday this term.  If you need anything 
please do not hesitate to get in touch or speak to us at the end of the day! 
 
Best wishes, 

 
Year 3 team (Anna Bingham, Jess Tough, Nina Kerr, Natalie Trew, Jaimie Ferguson, Luke 
Saverimuttu and Hannah Brady)  


