
Knowledge Organiser: Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole

Key Facts

Key People

● Florence Nightingale was a British nurse. She was born in 1820 in Florence, Italy. 
● Florence Nightingale lived in Victorian times, when Queen Victoria was on the 

throne. Men and women were not equal and there was a big divide between rich 
and poor people. 

● Florence Nightingale’s family were wealthy. She wanted to be a nurse but her 
father said that it was not a job for a  woman from a rich family. Florence 
started her nurse training in 1851.

● During the Crimean War, Florence Nightingale took a team of nurses to Scutari 
Hospital in Turkey to help soldiers.

● Florence Nightingale improved the conditions of the Scutari Hospital to make 
them much cleaner. 

● When Florence Nightingale came back to Britain, she opened a training school 
for nurses in London.

● Florence Nightingale died in 1910 at the age of 90. 

Florence Nightingale Mary Seacole Sidney Herbert: Secretary 
of State for War. 

● Mary Seacole was born in Jamaica in 1805. Her 
mother was Jamaican and her father was a 
Scottish soldier.

● Mary’s mother was a nurse and Mary helped her as 
a child. As an adult, she cared for soldiers in 
Jamaica.

● Like Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole travelled 
to Crimea to help injured soldiers but she had to 
pay to get there herself. 

● It was harder for Mary Seacole to go to help in 
Crimea because in those days, people were 
treated differently because of the colour of their 
skin. 

● Mary Seacole set up the ‘British Hotel’ in Crimea 
and treated injured soldiers. 

● After the war, Mary Seacole came to Britain. 
Turkey awarded Mary Seacole a medal for 
bravery. She died in 1881.



Timeline of Events Key Vocabulary

It is important for us to learn about the lives of Florence Nightingale and Mary Seacole to understand how they changed 
nursing and hospitals. The choices they made in their lives improved hospitals and made things better for us now in our lives. 
Both women overcame challenges and showed resilience to become the role models that we remember today.
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Nurse - a person trained to look after sick or 
injured people
Soldier - a person who is in the army
Crimean War - a war between Russia on one side 
and Britain, France, the Ottoman Empire (Turkey) 
and the Kingdom on Sardinia on the other
Supplies - things needed by someone 
Government - a group of people with the power to 
make decisions for a country 
Herbal remedies - medicine prepared from plants
Similarities - things that are the same
Differences - things that are different

Why is this important?


