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Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
We trust that you had a safe and enjoyable half-term sheltering away from the stormy 
weather!   
 
Our big question this term is: Is Change a Positive Thing? In class, children have been 
applying this question to our history topic work, such as the influences we still see today 
from Roman life, as well as making connections to events they have heard in the news, 
including climate change.  

 
English: Over the course of the half-term we will be covering a range of writing genres. We 
begin with a poetry unit including limericks, Tanka and acrostic poems. Children will be 
learning to identify the layout of poems in lines and verses and to identify syllables in order 
to produce their own poems with rhythm and rhyme. In our non-fiction writing units, 
children will then write information texts that will include: headings and sub-headings; 
detailed descriptions using adjectives in a list and precise nouns; and to use commas to 
separate clauses. Children will also write an instructional text using conjunctions which help 
to order their ideas chronologically and to identify the difference between commands and 
statements and use this in their writing. Finally before Easter, children will write persuasive 
texts (in the form of a letter) and a short recount with speech and speech punctuation.  

 

Destination Reader: Children are continuing to make good progress with the 7 reading skills 
and are now becoming increasingly confident in applying these skills to a range of text types, 
including poems and information texts. This half-term we will be focussing on finding 
information in a text to back up an answer. On top of our daily reading lessons in school, 
pupils have now sat the initial test for Accelerated Reader (a home/school reading program) 
and will soon be bringing home books from our school library which are at a level 
appropriate to their reading age. Please encourage your child to read this book at home as 
once they have done so they may return with the book to school, log on to the Accelerated 
Reader program and answer a series of comprehension questions about the book. This 
program helps to monitor and support children in their reading throughout the rest of Key 
Stage 2.  
 

 



 

In Maths we begin by looking at data and statistics, we learn to analyse and interpret data 
recorded in tables, pictograms, tally charts and bar charts. In our ‘Measure’ unit, children will 
then measure, compare, add and subtract with lengths (mm, cm, m), mass (g, kg) and 
volume / capacity (ml, l), as well as learning to measure the perimeter of simple 2d shapes. 
Before Easter, we will then look at fractions, including counting up and down in tenths, 
recognising and using fractions as numbers (unit and non-unit fractions with small 
denominators). They will also read, make and write fractions of sets of objects and apply of 
their learning to problem solving.  

 
Some parents have asked how you can further support learning from home. As a whole, 
children struggled with the concept of money, which we assure you is common. If you would 
like to support your child further with this we would encourage you to use coins of all values 
to help your child to add and subtract as well as to increase their mental arithmetic skills in 
storing a number in their head before adding/subtracting. Children equally struggle with 
being able to read time and we would also encourage you to help your child at home by 
learning to tell the time on an analogue clock in preparation for our work in the summer 
term.  
 

An overview of the rest of our learning includes:  
 
Geography: Children will learn to identify the location and types of world volcanoes, how 
volcanoes are formed and label the different parts, as well as what happens when a volcano 
erupts. We will find out about life in volcanic areas and compare this with life in non-volcanic 
areas.  
Religious Education: We will begin by looking at the two greatest commandments and what 
Christians can learn from the life of Jesus. Children then look at the roles of some of the 
different people in the Easter story and discuss who might be the most important and why.  
Science: We will be discovering the three different ways that rocks are formed, and carry out 
a rock investigation in our local area. We will also look at how fossils are formed and what 
soil is made from! 
PSHE: Year 3 will learn what they can do to help care for their bodies and stay healthy, 
including how exercise helps us, the importance of a balanced diet and how medicines can 
be used safely to help our bodies.  
Computing: Internet Research and Coding 
Music: children will continue with specialist weekly lessons on the violins and cellos 
Physical Education: two weekly PE sessions in Cricket  

 
 

Please do not hesitate to speak to us at the school gates! 
 
Best wishes, 

 
Miss Bingham, Mr Cavendish, Laura, Alasma, Tammy, Rita and Sarah.  


