
 

Parents and Carers 
Thursday 19 March 2020 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Covid-19 Update 
By now, I am sure that you have all heard that the government has made the decision for all schools in England to 
close, as of tomorrow. There is a variation to this, which is the expectation that we remain open for some children, 
particularly the children of key workers. The purpose of this letter is to outline plans for you and your children for 
the period of school closure. For the moment, it has not been indicated how long we will be closed for, however 
please bear in mind that it could be for as long as the whole of the Summer term.  
 
Home learning 
Given the possibility that the period of closure may be for months rather than weeks, keeping children learning is so 
important. 
 
Attached with this letter is a further comprehensive letter, outlining the approaches we will be taking to facilitate 
the children’s learning remotely. 
 
Our staff team, who are so committed to your children’s learning, will be available for work throughout the period of 
closure, everyday other than the official school holidays.  
 
Just to remind you, the Easter holiday would have been between 6th and 17th April, half term would have been 
between 25th and 29th May and the summer holidays would have started on 20th July. 
 
Each day the teachers will post new activities for the children to undertake. Broadly speaking they will comprise of 
the following: 

 An English task 

 A maths task 

 A Foundation Subject task 

 Some reading. 
Using the approach outlined in the attached letter, the children will be able to maintain contact with their teacher 
and work that they undertake can be marked, so that the children receive feedback. 



 

Teachers will be mindful, that with parents working from home and other siblings also undertaking remote learning, 
that hardware may have to be shared fairly. Teachers will understand if children have to organise the completion of 
tasks differently to how they are set to enable everyone at home to get the time that they need. 
  
The principle that we are adopting is that overall, despite not being in school, we hope that the children will have an 
engagement in learning that is broadly in line with some of what we had hoped to teach them in our Wider 
Curriculum Framework during this time. Please understand however, that some subjects do not lend themselves 
well to this approach and we will adjust our Framework once we know when children are back in school, and things 
return to normal. 
 
You may find that establishing a routine at home is challenging over such a long period. If so, please refer to our 
website, where there will be a suggested example of a timetable that you could adopt or adapt, and that has breaks 
and exercise scheduled in to it. 
 
To support the on line learning we are providing children with packs of materials to support them. These will be 
distributed to the children still on site today and tomorrow. If you are already at home either through illness or due 
to the need to self-isolate, please know that the site will be open for the coming weeks, so when you are able to 
send someone to collect it, a member of staff will be here to assist you. 
 
Please note the guidance in the letter re communication for the learning. The class teams are for dialogue between 
the teachers and their pupils. If you as parents have queries about the learning, pleased use the separate email 
address set up, and we will respond to you within 2 working days. (homelearning@st-lukes.towerhamlets.sch.uk) 
 
There may be occasions when the teachers are unwell. In that event, they will inform me of their ‘absence’ as 
normal, and we will communicate with you any variations to the provision for that period. 
 
Please refer to Ms. King’s letter, emailed to you previously, if you require a Chrome book to access the learning at 
home.  
 
 
On site provision 
A significant number of our staff have pledged to come into school during the weeks ahead to offer provision as 
required. 
 
We can only open to children in the following groups: 

 Children of key workers. Key workers are those of you who work in the following: NHS, any emergency service, 
food manufacturing, food distribution, teachers, TAs, social workers, school and NHS cleaners, school caretakers, 
Tower Hamlets attendance officers. 

 Children with an allocated social worker; 

 Children with an Education Health Care Plan; 

 Children, who may be in line for an Education Health Care Plan in the future, in discussion with Harriet our 
SENCO or Christine Collins, our Community Cohesion Leader. 

 
Yesterday I wrote to you inviting you to let me know if you are a key worker. Thank you to all of you who have 
responded. If you are yet to respond, please do so by tomorrow morning. During the day tomorrow, we will contact 
you individually to understand what your particular needs are. Please note that if you take up this service, you will 
need to verify your employment. 
 
Today, Harriet and Christine have called many of you from the other groups to share the option of bringing your 
children into school. 
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On Monday, children from these groups are invited to arrive at the main entrance of the school at 8:45am. We will 
look after them until 3:30pm on that day. We will make sure that they have a lunch but feel free to send them in 
with snacks. They do not need to wear school uniform. 
We are in the process of understanding whether Energy Kidz can enhance the offer here, thereby enabling us to 
offer longer hours and we will update you as soon as we can. 
 
 
Medication 
Please note that if your children have medication in school, it may be a good idea to come and collect it. Again, if you 
cannot get here this week, people will be on site in the weeks to come, and once you are able to you could email me 
below and we can make sure that it is ready for you to come and collect. 
 
 
Provision of support for families eligible for Free School Meals 
In the announcement made yesterday, food vouchers were mentioned. The LA have today indicated that schools 
may be asked to distribute shopping bags of food each week. As soon as I have further information on this, I’ll let 
you all know. 
 
 
Communication for the period of closure 
Please use the following options if you need to share anything with us during this period or if you have any queries 
or concerns that are separate from the children’s learning. 
 
Please email me on head@st-lukes.towerhamlets.sch.uk  
 
If you need assistance urgently, with a school matter, please call me on: 07932 995 213 
 
We will not be publishing the regular newsletter during this period however, I will continue to write to you in this 
way whenever there is anything to update you all on. 
 
 
Emotional health and well-being 
If you or anyone in your family is feeling stressed, Child line has set up a Calm Zone at 
https://www.childline.org.uk/toolbox/calm-zone/ which has lots of ideas and activities to help to reduce stress.  
 
Harriet Pickering, SENCO, and Ms. Sheppard, PSHE, will be keeping our school website up to date with ideas to 
support children’s well-being and personal development throughout this time. 
 
 
Internet Safety 
Aside from learning on line, with the possibility of increased isolation, one of the greatest risks to our children is 
experiencing unkind behavior or worse on line. Children may spend more time on devices such as phones, I pads and 
Play Stations etc. Please do keep a close eye on what they are doing and who may be in contact with them. Make 
sure that you have all of your parental controls up to date and filtering systems on laptops/Chrome books. Ms. 
Nagahawatte will keep the Safeguarding pages of our school website update with guidance and tips for you on this 
significant issue. 
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Additional updates 
 
Father Tom and Christchurch: 
The church is closed to collective worship (Sunday Services). The church remains open for private prayer. 
 
Father Tom has a group of people ready to support our local community who are self-isolating. If people require help 
they can contact him on 07753616499. 
 
St. Luke’s Church: 
We are planning to live-stream our church service on Sunday at 10.30am, school families might enjoy watching 
‘Father Ed’ plus there will be music and prayers.... 
www.stlukesmillwall.org 
 
Childcare 
Jellybeans will be staying open for key workers, for info.  In case that helps anyone with children- ideally 3 years and 
younger.   
 
https://jellybeanschildcare.wordpress.com 
 
https://www.childcare.co.uk/profile/2024736 

Furthermore, Julie Lechley has asked me to also let you know that she will continue to provide childcare for children 
of key workers during this period. 
 
 
 
 
To conclude, I think it is fair to say that words cannot express the sadness that we feel, shutting our doors to you, 
during this challenging period of such uncertainty. Please know that open or closed, we are here for you and your 
families. Please contact us using the options above, if there is anything that we can help you with. You will all be very 
much in our thoughts over the weeks and months to come.  
 
What will get me through this period, will be looking forward to the moment when we can open these doors once 
more and welcome you all back to school! 
 
Please take care, keep safe and well. 
 
With very best wishes, 
 

 
 
Rebecca Abrahams 
Headteacher 
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