
 

Year 2 Ash and Birch Newsletter – Spring 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers: 
 
First of all, we would like wish you all a happy new year!  
 
Key information: 
 

 Due to parent feedback we will be adjusting the format of our homework. Your child 
will receive core homework which includes their spellings, mental maths and 
project. If you would like additional homework, please opt in by returning the slip at 
the bottom of this letter.  

 Spelling tests will remain on Thursday.  

 Please keep sending your child to school with their reading book and reading record 
every day. We will change their books as required.  

 Improvement works are continuing on the swimming pool. We hope the pool will be 
ready for use again by the end of this half term. 

 PE lessons will continue to be on Monday and Fridays. Please make sure your child 
brings their PE kit on these days.  

 Mr. Stein has recently joined the Year 2 team and will be supporting children across 
the year group.  

 
The following is an overview of what your child will be taught in the first half of the spring 
term. Please do have a look on the website at our chronology for further detail. 
 
Our big question this term is ‘What are some of the changes that have happened in 
London?’ We will be making links to this throughout all of our teaching when appropriate.   

 
In English, we will focus on writing an explanation of the Great Fire of London for the 
first four weeks. This will take the format of a non-fiction book within our English books. 
The final two weeks of this half term will be exploring the story, The Story Machine by 
Tim McLaughlin.  
 
Please continue to read with your child every day for at least 15 minutes and discuss 
what has happened in the text to ensure that your child can show understanding and 
develop their vocabulary. Your child has been given a reading book to take home. Please 
ensure that they bring it to school every day and put it on their table in the morning so 
that we can continue reading with them and monitor progress. Your child will also be 
able to choose a library book on Wednesdays.  
 
 



 

 
The Great Fire of London will also be the focus of our History topic. It is our intention to 
visit St. Paul’s for a workshop on the Great Fire of London this term so keep an eye out 
for the letter coming soon. 
 
Our first Maths focus this half term will be multiplication and division before moving on 
to shape and fractions. As always, we will be practising our problem solving and 
reasoning skills to make sure that the children can apply the mathematical skills we are 
learning to solve real-life problems. Please note, there is now a weekly focus of mental 
maths practise on our core homework sheet.  
 
In Science, our topic will be materials. We will find out about different types of materials 
and their properties, including their absorbency and transparency.  
 
In Music, the children will continue their drumming lessons on a Wednesday. Our in-
class learning will focus on two units, ‘Toys’ and ‘Storytime’, which will explore keeping 
a steady beat and combining sounds to tell a story.  
 
Our big question in Religious Education this term is: What is the best way for a Muslim 
to show commitment to God? In this unit, we will explore the five pillars of Islam and 
how Muslims show commitment to their faith and Allah.  
 
Please note, P.E. will be on Mondays and Fridays. Please ensure your child has the 
correct kit on these days. We will be focusing on Dance and spinning, turning and 
twisting in Gymnastics.  
 
In Computing, we will be learning how to search for information effectively and how to 
use technology for creative projects.  
 
Our PSHE topic will be focused on our dreams and goals.  
 
We look forward to seeing you at Parent’s Evening on either the 30th January or the 6th 
February. 

 
Ms. Chandler, Ms. Bell, Mr. Stein, Cristina and Kabita 
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