
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Our topic this half term is Celebrations.   
 
The following is an overview of what your child will be doing this half term: 
 
Prime Areas: 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development is still a prominent focus of the work we will 
be doing this half term so the children continue to feel settled and supported in their 
environments. We will be exploring relationships with friends and peers, talking about the 
best way to help other people, including topics such as sharing, turn taking and what makes 
us special.  
Communication and Language we will be doing many activities to help us speak with 
confidence, this will be further encouraged by our Christmas production rehearsals!  We will 
share what festivals we celebrate and what we like best about Christmas and other 
celebrations.   
Our Physical Development activities will explore different ways to travel using your body or 
equipment. To develop our fine motor skills we will be engaging in different construction 
activities such as designing a present, making an igloo, building Santa’s Grotto and 
constructing different places of worship.  
Specific Areas: 
In Literacy for Reception we are focusing on a book of the week focusing on different 
celebrations. The books we will be looking at include; ‘Sparks in the Sky’, ‘The Christmas 
Story’, ‘Rama and Sita’ and ‘Dinosaurs Diwali Adventure.’ We will be doing lots of exciting 
writing including; cards, invitations and diary writing. The children are really enjoying our 
phonics sessions and we are working on hearing, saying and writing the initial sound as well 
as oral blending and segmenting of simple words. In Literacy for Nursery we are learning to 
read and recognise our names using our self-registration cards, peg labels and water bottle 
labels.  We are also practising writing our names as well as making meaningful marks.           
This half term in Maths,  Reception will begin to work on numbers above 10, as well as finding 
one more and one less and beginning to compare different quantities. Some different 
activities we will be undertaking include; designing an Advent Calender, making patterns on 
a Christmas tree, using money to role play buying items in a shop and exploring length. In 
Nursery class we are focusing on counting objects up to 10 as well as recognising and writing 
numerals up to 10.  We will also be looking at different shapes, learning the names of simple 
2D shapes and growing our understanding of shape through construction and our craft work. 



 
 

Our topic and the upcoming season lends itself to Understanding the World, we will be 
discussing the similarities and differences of Christmas and other celebrations around the 
world. As well as talking about our own traditions and those of our families. We will also be 
talking about topics such as firework safety and recycling.  
In Expressive Arts and Design we will be doing lots of singing for our upcoming Christmas 
production. To encourage the children’s confidence in themselves and their own voice we 
are emphasising role play. Some special activities we will be doing include; fireworks painting, 
making Christmas cards, wrapping presents and designing flags.  
In Music, there will be a great focus on rehearsing for our Christmas production. We will also 
be using instruments to explore how we can make different sounds and continue to sing our 
favourite songs in our daily nursery rhyme sessions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 

Activities for you and your child at home: 

 Reading books with your child that include different celebrations eg. Christmas, 
Diwali, Bonfire Night, Eid, Birthdays etc 

 Adding pictures to your child’s WOW book that show different celebrations. 

 Please continue to encourage your child’s independence by practicing putting on 
and taking off coats, jumpers and cardigans.  

 Recognizing their photo or their name when using their peg or finding their water 
bottle or lost jumper! 

 Practice writing their names using the first letter as uppercase and then lowercase. 
Example: Susan, Jimmy, Tom. 

 Counting and recognizing numbers to 10 or 20. 

 Talking with your child about how to stay safe and warm in cold winter weather. 
 

 
 
We feel the children had a fantastic first term and are settled very well. We are looking 
forward to our continued partnership between home and school, if you have any questions 
about the curriculum provision or your child’s progress please do not hesitate to come in and 
ask a member of the team. 
 
Kind Regards 
EYU team, 
Sue, Amanda and Sabena 

Dates for your diary: 

 Monday 11 – Friday 15 November: Meet teachers regarding baseline assessments  

 Tuesday 10th December: Reception Christmas Production 2:30pm 

 Wednesday 11th December: Nursery’s Christmas Singalong 11-11.30 for AM 
children and 2.30 – 3.00 for PM children (Full-time children will be in both 

singalongs, parents are free to choose which one to attend) 

 Friday 13th December- Christmas Jumper day  

 Tuesday 17th December: PTA Christmas Fayre 

 Friday 20th December- Last day of school (School finishes at 2pm) 

 
 


