
 

Year 1 Newsletter – Autumn Term 1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers: 
 
Firstly, we would like to wish you a very warm welcome to year one. We hope that you 
all had an enjoyable and restful summer break. We are all looking forward to the year 
ahead! The year one team is comprised of Miss Sheppard and Danielle in Maple Class, 
and Mr Lawry and Zin in Beech Class. Billy-Jo will be working across the year group 
supporting whole class teaching and working with small groups. 
 
The following is an overview of what your child will be taught in the first half of the 
Autumn term, as well as general timetabling information.  
 
In English, we will begin by reading the traditional tale ‘The Gingerbread Man’ which 
relates to our topic of Toys. We will be reading this book as a whole class, using drama 
to retell the story and designing an original character. Then we will write our own 
version of the story including a repeated phrase. We will also be focusing on key 
grammar and punctuation skills.  Children will keep practising using their capital letters, 
finger spaces and full stops and begin to include adjectives and conjunctions in their 
sentences. A big focus this year will continue to be on reading. Children will carry on 
following the Jolly Phonics programme, this teaches children how to hear the sounds 
that letters make and spell phonetically. We also teach ‘tricky’ words, which children 
learn by sight. Please try to encourage your child to read as much and as widely as 
possible and, wherever possible, please take the time to read with your child. 
 
Our Maths focus this half-term will be on number and place value. We will consolidate 
our counting skills, learn to identify which number is greater, order numbers, count 
forwards and backwards, find one more and one less and become confident using the 
number line to solve addition problems.  
 
Our History topic is ‘Toys’.  We will be learning all about how toys have changed over 
time. Children will sort old from new toys, looking at the materials used and be able to 
explain how toys have developed since the Victorian times. As part of this topic, we will 
be going on a school trip to the Museum of Childhood where the children will have a 
workshop on how toys have changed. Both classes will be going on the 2nd October. 
More details of this trip will be given in the next couple of weeks.  
 
In Science, our topic will be ‘Our bodies’.  We will be learning to label the different parts 
of our bodies and thinking about what they are used for. We will be collecting data 



 

about our shoe sizes to make a graph and exploring our five senses and how we use 
them. 
 
In Music, children will begin African drumming where they develop their rhythmic skills. 
 
Finally, our “big question” in Religious Education this term is: What Responsibility Has 
God Given People For Taking Care of Creation?  In this unit, we will retell the Creation 
story, think about how God feels about the world He created and what we can do to 
look after it. 
 
Key information: 
 
The school gates open at 8.45 and the school day officially begins at 8.55. In order for 
our learning to begin at 9 o clock and to have a calm start to the day please ensure you 
have left the classroom by then. 
 
At the moment the swimming pool is closed as improvement works need to be carried 
out. To replace swimming the children will have a short P.E. session on Thursday either 
outside or in the classroom (depending on the weather) and a longer PE session on 
Friday afternoon. Please ensure your child brings the correct kit on these days.  You are 
welcome to leave the kits in school. Our PE kit comprises of a white T-shirt or polo shirt, 
navy shorts or tracksuit bottoms and trainers or plimsolls. 
 
Homework will be given out in the first week of the half term. This year homework will 
consist of suggested activities for each week. You do not need to bring in any evidence 
of this, though we would love to share any great examples that you complete. There will 
be a project homework set. 
 
Children will have a weekly spelling test on Monday. Please practise your child’s 
spellings each week. 
 
Children will have their reading books changed weekly. Please send your child to school 
with their reading record and reading book each day, as we will take the opportunity to 
read with them whenever we can.  
 
Mr Lawry has his planning time on a Tuesday afternoon and Miss Sheppard on a 
Wednesday afternoon. Miss Sheppard will also have subject leadership time on a 
Thursday afternoon some weeks. Billy-Jo will cover the classes during this time. 
 

We are really looking forward to teaching year one and we think that we will have a 
great year together! If there is anything that you wish to talk to us about, please do let us 
know. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Miss Sheppard, Danielle, Mr Lawry, Zin and Billy-Jo 


