
 

Year 1 Newsletter – Summer Term 2 

 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers: 
 
We hope that you have managed to have a lovely restful half term despite the ongoing 
challenging circumstances. We wanted to thank you all for your continued effort and 
support in ensuring that the children are accessing their learning whether that be in school 
or from home.   
 
The children have worked extremely hard and the whole of the Year 1 team have been 
really impressed with the level of enthusiasm and determination they have shown towards 
their learning. 
 
Key information: 
 

• Spelling tests will remain on Monday for those who are completing them with their 
child. Please do let us know if you feel the spellings your child has received are not 
right for them.  
  

 
The following is an overview of what your child will be taught in the final half of the summer 
term. Please do have a look on the school website at our chronology for further details. 
 
Our big question for this term is ‘How Can a Person Make a Difference?’ 
We will be making links to this throughout all of our teaching where appropriate.   
 
In English, we will begin by reading ‘The Lighthouse Keeper’s Lunch’ by Ronda and David 
Armitage. This is about an industrious lighthouse keeper whose lunches are being stolen by 
a bunch of pesky seagulls. We will be creating a wanted poster to capture the scavenging 
seagulls. We will also be exploring letter writing and describing our own disgusting 
sandwiches to trick the seagulls.  
Next, we will be moving on to explore Seaside poetry and will be reading a range of poems 
by different poets. We will be exploring the language used, giving our opinions on the 
poems, and using them as inspiration to write our own seaside poems.    
Then we will be moving on to the text ‘The Snail and the Whale’ by Julia Donaldson. For this 
text our writing focus will be to write a postcard as the snail describing their adventures and 
a newspaper report. Our final text this term will be ‘Lucy and Tom at the Seaside’ by Shirley 
Hughes where we will be writing our own seaside stories. 
 
Our Maths focus this half term will begin with Position and Movement where the children 
will be using the language of left and right as well as a range of prepositional language e.g. 
on top of, behind, in front of to describe an object’s position. They will also be describing 
the rotation of an object as half or quarter turns.  



 

Then we will be moving onto Shape, exploring shape patterns and recognising, naming and 
sorting a range of 2D and 3D shapes. From there we will move onto Money and will be 
identifying and adding different coins. After that we will consolidate our understanding of 
Place Value, before finishing the term with Time where the children will be learning to tell 
the time to the hour and half past the hour. 
 
Our Geography topic is ‘Seasides’.  We will begin by using a map to locate and then 
research a British seaside location before moving on to explore the physical and human 
features of the seaside. We will then be comparing seaside towns from those in the past to 
those we have today. After that we will be using a map to locate the main British Islands.  
 Finally, we will be focussing on describing the seaside town of St. Ives and will be creating 
our own information leaflets.  
 
In Science, our topic is ‘Scientists and Inventors’ where we will be exploring different 
Scientists and incorporating the skills and knowledge that we have learnt across a range of 
different topics we have covered throughout the year. We will begin by learning about the 
properties of plastic in relation to Lego. We will then be learning about Mae Jemison. After 
that we will be identifying, describing, and sorting a range of common animals including 
pets, according to their features. Then we will move onto exploring the five senses before 
ending the year by investigating different materials and their properties.  
 
In Computing we are going to begin by looking at internet safety and will then continue to 
explore a range of purple mash software to complete different activities such as Mashcam 
for a diver and coastguard, a seaside postcard and sun safety poster.    
 
In PSHE we are learning about ‘Making decisions’, ‘Managing Friendships and 

Relationships’, ‘Reflections on Lockdown’ and ‘Embracing Change and Transition’. These 
tasks will be given on alternative Fridays (split with Music).  
 
 
In Music, we will be using Song Maker to explore Kandinsky and Rhythm.  
 
In PE we hope that you are enjoying joining in with the Joe Wicks online workouts each 
morning and managing to get some fresh air during your daily walk.  
 

In Art we are focussing on the painting style of Claude Monet and will be using Monet’s 
work as inspiration to create our own landscape and cityscape paintings. We will also be 
comparing the style of Monet with Vincent Van Gogh and Jean Metzinger whom we will 
be using as inspiration to create our own mosaic collage.   
 
Finally, our “big question” in Religious Education this term is: ‘Caring for Others’ Children 
will be learning about the festival Raksha Bandha, explaining what a langar meal is and will 
be reflecting on the message in the story of ‘The Good Samaritan’. 
 

 
Best wishes, 

 
The year one team 


