
 

Parents and carers 
Monday 16 March 2020 
 
Dear all, 

I am shocked and saddened to be seeing some of the ‘hate’ that is being posted on social media about my 

actions and decisions regarding our school at this time, and feel the need to respond and clarify actions from 

our position. 

As of this morning, Monday 16 March, we do not have any confirmed cases of Covid-19 in our community. 

We have two members of staff who are self-isolating following the change to the guidance last week regarding 

a cough or a fever. Neither member of staff has had contact with a confirmed case of Covid-19 or travelled 

from any of the Category 1 or 2 areas. The measures they are taking are entirely precautionary.  

One of our parents did have contact with someone who had received a diagnosis for the virus more than a 

week ago now. That parent has taken all of the necessary precautions, removing her children from our school 

the minute she became aware of the diagnosis and concerned about her health. She has not yet experienced a 

fever and her children have not had the symptoms described by Public Health England (PHE), and I am in 

frequent contact with her in case anything changes. 

The other parent has not had contact with anyone with a diagnosis of the virus, she has not travelled back 

from any of the Category 1 or 2 areas, and despite frequent calls to 111, a trip to A&E and to her GP, she has 

not had a diagnosis of the Covid-19 virus, instead being told that she has had the flu. She too, has followed 

advice and taken all of the necessary precautions by withdrawing her children from school. 

Just to be clear, this is the guidance that we are expected to follow: 

‘Family and friends who have not had close contact with the original confirmed case do not need to take any 

precautions or make any changes to their own activities such as attending childcare or educational settings 

or work, unless they become unwell. If they become unwell, they should call NHS 111 and explain their 

symptoms and discuss any known contact with the case to consider if they need further assessment.’ 

As I have explained here, in discussion with us, our two parents, who have been concerned, have taken 

precautionary measures beyond what is expected of them. Indeed, if following this guidance, their children 

should really have been in school.  



 

To repeat, in our community at St. Luke’s, we have not had any confirmed cases of Covid-19. 

In addition, schools are currently directed to stay open, unless directed to close by PHE or the Department for 

Education. 

 

There is no doubt that we face uncertain and challenging times, but here at St. Luke’s we have a set of values 

that we take very seriously. We do not play lip service to them, the safety of children, the staff and their 

families, is of our paramount concern. 

When spreading ‘hate’ against someone, it is perhaps worth remembering that we too are parents, and indeed 

my daughter attends this school. The suggestion that I would risk children’s lives also implies harming my own. 

Please know that I set about caring for the children who attend this school as if they were my own and on a 

daily basis, scrutinise the information available to us and seek to act in good faith and in an informed way. 

As a parent, and a daughter of two parents who are 70+, I fully appreciate the anxiety that people feel, 

however at St. Luke’s, I hope we can see that this presents an opportunity for us to support one another. By 

sharing honest and accurate information, we can seek to protect each other.  

 

In school, we are taking additional precautionary measures that include: 

 Relocating the Nursery children today to allow for a deep cleaning of all of their equipment and toys; 

 Recruiting additional cleaners for the Easter holidays to deep clean the whole building whether or not we 

have had confirmed cases of Covid-19; 

 Implementing revised risk assessment procedures for trips; 

 Undertaking additional regular cleaning of regularly touched surfaces; 

 Doing our utmost to maintain plentiful supplies of soap and hand sanitiser, so that children and adults can 

follow the guidelines regarding hygiene from PHE.  

 

If your circumstances change, please make sure that you keep us updated. For our part we will continue to 

monitor the situation carefully, we will continue to consult with PHE and the Department for Education, and 

we will remain open, because we have to, until we receive an instruction to close. 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Abrahams 

Headteacher 

 

 


