
Year 1 Newsletter – Summer Term 1 

 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers: 
 
We hope that you have managed to have a lovely restful Easter break despite the current 
challenging circumstances. We wanted to thank you all for your continued effort and 
support in ensuring that the children are accessing their learning from home. We appreciate 
what a challenge this has been for many, particularly if children are sharing their devices 
with siblings and were worried about not meeting assignment deadlines. We wanted to 
reassure you all that whichever way you decide to complete the learning with your child, 
whether by photo, in a book, online or on paper, all are fine. Do whichever is most 
manageable for you. We also understand if it’s not always possible to submit the work by 
the deadline and have extended the deadline for the foundation subjects. We love to see 
the work you are doing, but if submitting the work is difficult for you, again please don’t 
worry. There is no obligation to submit anything. 
 
We have been delighted with the quality of work produced and it is clear from some of the 
fantastic drawings we have received as part of the Art unit that we have some very artistic 
and creative individuals in Year 1! 
 
Key information: 
 

• Spelling tests will remain on Monday for those who are completing them with their 
child. The spellings were sent home in their folders. Please do let us know if you feel 
the spellings your child has received aren’t right for them. 
  

 
The following is an overview of what your child will be taught in the first half of the summer 
term. Please do have a look on the website at our chronology for further detail. 
Our big question for this term is ‘How Can A Person Make a Difference?’ 
We will be making links to this throughout all of our teaching when appropriate.   
 
In English, we will begin by reading ‘The Lonely Beast’ by Chris Judge. This is about a strange 
and isolated beast who embarks on a quest to find others like him. You can find a video of 
the story here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCDedCkNeME  
We will be creating an advert to find a friend for the Lonely Beast and creating our own 
version of the story. Next we will be writing be moving on to the adventure genre in writing 
and will be reading ‘The Great Explorer’, also by Chris Judge about a boy who embarks on a 
treacherous journey to the North Pole to find his explorer father who is missing. This links to 
our History topic on ‘Famous Explorers’ and we will be writing our own adventure story 
based on the book.  
We will then be moving on to the text ‘Where the Wild Things Are’ by Maurice Sendak. We 
will be focussing on descriptive language to describe characters and settings and also 
writing a diary entry.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZCDedCkNeME


 
Our Maths focus this half-term will be on multiples of 2, 5 and 10. We will be consolidating 
counting in 2s, 5s and 10s as we begin our 3 week unit on Multiplication and Division. We 
will learn how multiplication is linked to repeated addition. We will be learning to multiply 
using arrays and apply our understanding to solve word problems. In division we will be 
learning to divide by making equal groups and by sharing amounts equally.   
Then we will be moving onto Fractions where we will be finding a half and quarter of an 
amount and of a shape.  
 
Our History topic is ‘Explorers’.  We will begin by considering what makes a person 
significant in history and will sort a range of famous figures throughout history according to 
a range of criteria. We will then be learning about a range of individual explorers which 
include: Captain Scott, Neil Armstrong, Ibn Battuta and Christopher Columbus. 
 
In Science, our topic is ‘Plants’. We will be learning about what plants need to grow and 
survive, we will be identifying and naming a range of garden and wild plants. We will also be 
labelling the parts of a plant and of a tree and identifying the role that each part plays. In 
addition, we will be identifying a range of trees and classifying them by their leaves as either 
deciduous or evergreen.  
 
In Computing we are going to begin by looking at internet safety and will then be looking at 
art projects and coding. We will also be using Purple Mash to create a piece of music.  
 

In PSHE we are learning about ‘Mental and Emotional Health’, ‘Caring for Others’ and 
‘Online friendships and Social Media/ Screen time’. These tasks will be given on 
alternative Fridays (split with Music).  
 
In Music, we will be exploring pace and we will then be creating our own piece of music using 

2Beat on Purple Mash.  
 
In PE we hope that you are enjoying joining in with the Joe Wicks online workouts each 
morning and managing to get some fresh air during your daily walk.  
 

In Art we are focussing on ‘Animal Art’ we will be designing our own patterns on an 
elephant template, creating an Aboriginal dot style painting, exploring Native American 
art and also creating our own Antarctic scene.  
 
Finally, our “big question” in Religious Education this term is: ‘Judaism – What is it like to 
live as a Jew?’ Children will be drawing and labelling their own Shabbat table, labelling a 
picture of a synagogue and retelling the story of Hanukkah. They will also be creating their 
own menorah.  
 

 
Best wishes, 

 
The Year One Team 


